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                                         CITY OF ELY                     

                            501 Mill Street Ely, Nevada 89301 
                                                      City Hall (775) 289-2430 - Fax (775) 289-1463                                                   

ELY CITY COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING   

 

March 14, 2019  5:00 p.m. – Ely Volunteer Fire Hall - 499 Mill Street-Ely, Nevada. 

 

1. Mayor Van Camp called the regular meeting of the Ely City Council to order at 5:04 p.m., led in the 

Pledge of Allegiance, Larry Dunton offered the Invocation and Mayor Van Camp asked for Roll Call. 

    Members present: 

     Mayor Melody Van Camp 

     Councilman Ernie Flangas 

     Councilman Kurt Carson 

     Councilman Tony DeFelice 

     Councilwoman Jolene Gardner 

     Councilman Sam Hanson 

    City Officials and Staff present: 

     City Attorney Charles Odgers 

     City Engineer B.J. Almberg 

     City Parks/Cemetery Leadman Michael Cracraft 

     City Fire Chief Ross Rivera 

     Deputy City Clerk Jennifer Lee 

 

Also in attendance: Members of the public signed in (appears below). 

 

 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Richard Wade asked they say Aultman isn’t going to be happening this year. 

City Attorney Odgers stated it’s been moved to approximately April of next year.  

Richard Wade asked this allotment of land below Georgetown, how many animals are on it? 

City Attorney Odgers asked 50 pair, Lance? 

Lance Gale stated yes.  
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George Chachas stated on March 5
th
, and several days thereafter, I observed City crews working on 

private property located in the parking lot of the Ramada. 

Councilman Carson stated George was told this morning exactly what that was about. 

City Attorney Odgers stated Mr. Chachas made the same complaint at the Utility Board. That was a water 

main of the City’s in the City’s right-of-way. Mr. Chachas was informed of that this morning. Mr. 

Chachas was likewise informed that if he continued making false statements that as the City Attorney and 

as a private individual, I may end up filing a law suit against him. More importantly, the Open Meeting 

Law prevents him and Madam Mayor, you have an obligation to gavel him down when he starts making 

personal attacks and false statements. If he continues to make false statements, I will take him to court to 

have him permanently enjoined from coming to these meetings.  

George Chachas stated on your agenda Item 9-2, you’re to consider a possible title search for $3,500.00. 

There’s no need for a title search. The City Corrals need to stay with the City, not leased out to anyone; 

you’re going to lose between $16,000.00 and $18,000.00 in revenue. The City Streets are falling apart and 

you have problems with your water/sewer utilities that you need to address. On your agenda Item 10B-1 

you’re to consider the possible purchase of the area known as Avenue A. The City doesn’t need Avenue 

A; the Railroad might, but we don’t know because they don’t operate under the Nevada Open Meeting 

Law even though they receive hundreds of thousands of dollars in tax money. City monies need to be 

spent on present infrastructure needs. If the Railroad wants it, they need to pay for it. On your agenda 

Item B-4, you’re to consider different City positions. Your first priority must be to hire an accountant as 

required by City Code. You’re squandering taxpayers’ money by outsourcing City needs. Salary ranges 

have been set for years; why are you reinventing the wheel? What is the total to date that the City has paid 

for overtime with the Fire Department? On your liens released report, it does not reflect how the liens 

were released, if they were paid in full and how much was collected. It needs to be updated, so the 

Council knows what revenue was brought in, if any. Jolene Gardner and Sam Hanson have yet to provide 

the public information request I made back in October of 2015.  

City Attorney Odgers stated that matter’s been addressed on more than one occasion. When that original 

request was made, Mr. Chachas received from the attorney for the Foundation at that time, Scott 

Husbands, a letter informing him, that the City didn’t have that data and has no obligation under NRS 239 

to provide data that it doesn’t have or control. The issue that Mr. Chachas has is not with the City 

Council. The issue is with the Foundation; that is where the data was collected and stored. His issue of 

continuing to berate Sam and Jolene for failing to give him the documents that he has no entitlement to in 

today’s way that the Foundation is set up, is a waste of time and repetitive. Madam Mayor, you should 

not allow this to occur.  

Matt Weiser stated on Item B-4, I don’t know what you’re planning to discuss because there wasn’t 

enough information on the agenda. You need to have a city administrator; I don’t think you should divide 

that job up into other positions. You need to act like a real city and hire a professional to manage it. Take 

another stab at getting some solid applicants and raise the pay, if necessary. I think you were offering 

$75,000.00 for that position and that’s not enough. I want to address parking issues. Several months back 

there was an issue with illegal parking in Murry Canyon and you took some action to deal with that. The 

same issues are happening in Central Ely with people parking perpendicular to the sidewalk. There’s lots 

of people parking on the curb, facing the wrong direction. I live in Ely.  

3.  Mayor – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Agenda, including removal of agenda 

items. 

 
City Attorney Odgers stated I’d ask to remove 9-4. I ran out of time to prepare this; it was continued on 

the Utility Board as well. 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the agenda, minus Item 9-4. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

4. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

Deputy City Clerk Lee stated all of the Absentee ballots have been sent, thanks to Chuck’s new secretary. 

As you know, In Person Absentee voting started yesterday in City Hall and continues through the 29
th
.  

 CITY ATTORNEY 
City Attorney Odgers stated we hired Teri Doty as the temporary clerical assistant; she will be backing up 

staff downstairs on the election and tomorrow we’ll start on liens. Councilman Flangas, Mike and I 

interviewed five applicants for the facility worker position and hired Mario Gonzales. We had a bump day 

before yesterday with 7-P and identified several issues affecting the rest of the water system. I have 

communicated with the mine; we have the meeting Monday at four o’clock to discuss the 10
th
 and M well 
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and we have a meeting on April 4
th
 to discuss the contract we’ve been working on for the last six months 

regarding the water system. We have a NDOT meeting Monday regarding the 11
th
 St. project.  

 CITY ENGINEER 
City Engineer Almberg stated we completed multiple phases to get a water line from the Golf Course to 

Bell Avenue; later phases are connecting Avenue C with Aultman Street. We helped Jennifer compile the 

CDBG application; Mike and I will go in April to present. We also completed a review of the Tribe’s new 

road by the Charter School. We’ve been working on the Water Conservation Plan. NDOT completed 

interviews for the CMAR contractor on Aultman; the contract from Ely to Ruth has been awarded.  

5. NNRY FOUNDATION REPORT 

NNRY President Bassett reviewed his February report appearing below. 
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6.  REPORTS 

 MAYOR 

Mayor Van Camp stated I attend the Main Street meeting held every couple of weeks and we’re moving 

forward on signage.  

9.   ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES BOARD. 

 

1. Board Members – City Landfill Leadman Lawrence – Discussion/For Possible Action –

Review of received bids for 1998 or newer model caterpillar 826 G landfill compactor, 

not to exceed $250,000.00, and awarding the bid based upon the recommendation of the 

Municipal Utilities Board. 

 
City Attorney Odgers stated we received no bids for this. However, Mike and Tom have been in contact 

with Wheeler Machinery, which has offered to charge $600.00 to look at the compactor we have now.  

2. Board Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Recommendation of approval to order a title search to establish ownership on the Water 

Department’s Georgetown Ranch property where the City Corrals are located for a 

minimum fee of $3,500.00 to be expensed to the Municipal Water Department, services 

and supplies.   

 
City Attorney Odgers stated you will recall last year the Corral Association proposed leasing the Corrals 

from the City and there appears to be a disagreement between the County and City regarding ownership. 

The Utility Board recommended approval.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve ordering a title search to establish ownership on the Water 

Department’s Georgetown Ranch property. Councilman Flangas seconded the motion.  

Councilman DeFelice stated I would like you to amend your motion to spend no more than $3,500.00 

Councilman Hanson amended his motion to reflect the same. Councilman Flangas so amended his 

second. Councilman Hanson’s amended motion carried unanimously.  
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3. Board Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Recommendation of approval to renew or renegotiate the terms and conditions of the 

Joint Development and Beneficial Use Agreement between Heggie and Gale Ranching 

and the Ely Municipal Utilities Board, an operating agency of the City of Ely for the 

lease of approximately 1,980 acres of the Georgetown Ranch OR open the Georgetown 

lease for additional bids. 
 

Lance Gale reviewed the Heggie & Gale Ranching summary appearing below and stated the Utility 

Board wanted to make sure to recommend they put out to the Council to put it out to bid and that we had 

first shot. In the agenda item, two years ago this same thing happened. The south side is leased to the 

Hanson family; when it came up in 2017 – we were thinking we might want to bid on that – Mr. Carson 

made the motion to renew at the same price; we’re asking for the same consideration. One of the items 

discussed at the Municipal Board was that we will negotiate and come back with a higher lease amount. 

We’ve done all our projects to combat ‘no water’.  
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Councilman Hanson stated these two individuals are personal friends of mine.   

City Attorney Odgers asked in what capacity? Just church goers?  

Councilman Hanson stated there’s that capacity, plus I was a colleague of Mr. Heggie’s when I taught at 

White Pine High School. 

City Attorney Odgers asked are you in business with them? 

Councilman Hanson stated no. 

City Attorney Odgers asked are you committed in any personal capacity to help them get this passed? 

Councilman Hanson stated no. 
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Councilman Carson stated it’s a short deadline. I don’t see anything wrong with continuing.  

Councilman Hanson moved to allow the City Attorney to enter into negotiations to come back with a 

modified lease with Heggie Gale Ranching. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried 

4 to 1, with Councilwoman Gardner voting Nay. 

7.  THE CITY COUNCIL WILL RECESS THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING FOR A 

PUBLIC HEARING AT 5:30 P.M. ON THE FOLLOWING TOPICS. 

 

1. Councilman Hanson – Discussion Only – Approval of Second Reading of Ordinance 719, Bill 

No. 2019-02, An Ordinance amending Title 1, Chapter 6 adding a new section identified as 1-6-6 

titled Requirement to be a Resident of White Pine County within six (6) calendar months of being 

hired as an employee of the City and excluding the requirement for current employees.  

George Chachas stated you should be fair and equal to everybody and that includes those employees you 

have presently now. The conditions have to be the same.  

8.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS PERTAINING TO THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

1. Councilman Hanson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Second Reading of 

Ordinance 719, Bill No. 2019-02, An Ordinance amending Title 1, Chapter 6 adding a new 

section identified as 1-6-6 titled Requirement to be a Resident of White Pine County within six 

(6) calendar months of being hired as an employee of the City and excluding the requirement for 

current employees.  

 

City Attorney Odgers stated if I may address Mr. Chachas’ issues, it is an issue of collective bargaining 

and all our current employees do meet this requirement. The U.S. Supreme Court has held it’s appropriate 

for an employer to require City residency. We want our employees to contribute to the tax base of the 

County. This will be an issue of mandatory bargaining; I’ve informed the Union about that.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 719. Councilman Carson 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

10.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ONLY OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL. 
A.  CONSENT  

MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda item 10A-1 Minutes and 10A-2 Bills.   
1. Discussion/For Possible Action –Minutes.  

 January 24, 2019 
2. Discussion/For Possible Action –Bills.  

 March 8, 2019 
 

Councilwoman Gardner moved to approve the January 24, 2019 Minutes and the March 8, 2019 Bills. 

Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, with Councilman Hanson 

abstaining on the January 24, 2019 minutes, due to his absence at that meeting.  

B.   NEW BUSINESS 

1. Council Members Gardner and Hanson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval to begin the 

purchase process, including obtaining an appraisal, for the area known as “Avenue A” currently 

owned by Mike Lemich as Trustee of the Lemich Family Trust, to bring back before the City 

Council for approval. 

Terry McIntosh stated live at 1301 Avenue B and it’s also on the corner of what’s Avenue A and 13
th
 

Street East. I request that I be notified of the progress of this motion. I know that the land Mike owns 

backs up to my back fence. There’s five residences going east on 13
th
 Street. If you decide to go forward 

with this, are we going to be denied rear access to our properties? 

George Chachas stated the City doesn’t need any more streets. If the Railroad wants it, they need to buy 

it. Take care of the streets you have now: North, Ogden. If he wants to donate it, that’s fine.  

City Attorney Odgers stated about a month ago, Mike Lemich approached myself, Sam and Jolene. It’s a 

complicated issue. Mike Lemich is the successor in interest of Ely Land Company. The main issue is the 

City has an 8” sewer main and a 6” water line that runs down Avenue A; I would argue we have a 

prescripted easement for those. Mr. Lemich is seeking to sell to the City Avenue A, which would be 

approximately 6.9 acres. Avenue A is not maintained by the City: We don’t plow or grade it. If you want 

to obtain Avenue A, my suggestion is we do what’s known as a Friendly Eminent Domain. It is the best 

highest use. The Foundation has submitted for grants to do a lot of upgrades on the frontage of Avenue A; 
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the owner has the ability to deny the Foundation attaching to our sewer/water. You have to obtain an 

appraisal, title search and survey before you make the decision to buy it. This is only the authorization to 

start the title search.  

Mayor Van Camp asked who pays for the appraisal? 

City Attorney Odgers stated we do. Mr. Lemich has paid for an appraisal by somebody out of Utah; it’s a 

few years old.  

Councilman DeFelice asked what is the . . .  

City Attorney Odgers stated approximately $90,000.00. 

NNRY President Mark Bassett stated when we did our SNPLMA project, we found out that Avenue A is 

not City property. The Foundation is very interested in clearing this up. We’re putting in a sewer lift 

station. 

Councilman Hanson stated I don’t think there’s any of us that don’t appreciate the tremendous value of 

the train to the City of Ely. I move to begin the purchase process of Avenue A by obtaining an appraisal. 

Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion.  

Councilman Carson asked what do we think this is going to cost? 

City Attorney Odgers stated I can reach out to appraisers and come back to the Council. 

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried unanimously. 

2. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of First Reading of 

Ordinance 720, Bill No. 2019-03, An Ordinance creating Title 1, Chapter 11 establishing 

an ambulance service franchise for the City of Ely, the method of applying for such a 

franchise, the terms and conditions before a franchise can be awarded and setting forth 

the method by which patients can be billed and how those bills are to be set by the City 

Council.   

Councilman Carson stated I would like to table this until our next meeting. I received word last week that 

the County may give us a counter proposal on Fire. Councilman Hanson seconded the motion. The 

motion carried unanimously.  

3. Council Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – Update on 

applications received and direction on whether to continue recruiting for the position of 

city administrator or take other action.   

City Attorney Odgers stated to date I have received thirty applications. Of the thirty, nine responded to 

the supplemental questionnaire. Of the nine, three meet the minimum qualifications, but none of them 

have a background in financial reporting/budget design, but all of them have some experience to 

administer a budget; one from Arizona, one from Nevada and one from Wisconsin.  

Councilman Hanson stated since we’re not going to be able to satisfy our desires for a city manager, I 

move to cease advertising for that position.  

Councilman Carson stated it’s almost a two-person job. My opinion is we need a city clerk and a city 

treasurer.  

Councilman Defelice seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

4. Council Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Reorganization of city administrator into a city clerk and city treasurer OR city 

clerk/treasurer and the creation of a public works supervisor position, establishing salary 

ranges and method for recruitment. 

Councilman Carson stated my end goal is to bring our books back here. I move to recruit for a city clerk 

and a separate city treasurer. 

City Attorney Odgers stated I ask that based on the clerk position, that I notify the three that I indicated to 

you were potentials on the administrator and ask them for their permission to transfer their applications 

over to the city clerk position.  

Councilman Hanson moved to advertise locally for the city clerk position and nationally for the treasurer 

position on Indeed and ICMA (International City/County Management Association). Councilman Carson 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
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City Attorney Odgers stated I recommend that the public works supervisor be paid ten percent (10%) 

above the highest paid leadman: approximately $29.36 or $61,068.80 annually. Part of the downfall of the 

leadmen positions is they don’t have the ability to discipline. This would not be an appointed position. 

My recommendation is this would be an internal promotion open to all of leadmen.  

Councilman Hanson moved to establish the exempt position of public works supervisor and advertise 

internally for ten days. Councilman Carson seconded the motion.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I would ask that you amend that to put the salary range at ten percent 

permanently.  

Councilman Hanson amended his motion to set the public works supervisor’s salary range at ten percent 

(10%) higher permanently. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

5. Council Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Authorization to hire a part-time accounting clerk at $15.42 hourly, not to exceed 1,039 

hours annually. 

Councilman Hanson moved to authorize a part-time accounting clerk at $15.42 an hour, not to exceed 

1,039 hours annually.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I would ask you to add that it be a temporary position. 

Councilman Hanson stated as a temporary position. 

Councilman Flangas seconded Councilman Hanson’s motion.  

Councilman DeFelice asked I would find out from Jennifer, what do you think? 

Deputy City Clerk Lee stated right now I just need to scan everything to Candus and I know payroll will 

be right. I’m not having to deal with Candus training this person long distance and me trying to supervise 

a person while I’m doing two other full-time jobs.  

Councilman Hanson withdrew his motion. 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT George Chachas stated contrary to what was reported before, City personnel 

and equipment have been used on Avenue A to fill in pot holes, water down the dust. Any improvements 

that were put on Avenue A were approved by the engineer at the time; that individual needs to pay for 

Errors and Omissions. You folks violated the law. You cannot put improvements on private property. For 

years the City had a clerk/treasurer, case in point was Nick Orphan, Bob Spellberg, George Holland and 

the City’s population was approximately 6,000. Now it’s around 4,000. Some didn’t have computers at 

the time. You need to recruit at different universities. Bob implied initially that he could do the 

accounting, then he said he couldn’t’ do it; you gave him a raise. What for? Councilman DeFelice, you 

need to address your lack of attendance at City Council meetings. On the 16” steel pipe from the Murry 

Street project . . .    

Mayor Van Camp stated we’ve had that discussion.  

George Chachas stated . . . was any of it paid for? The City has yet to reimburse me for curing the sewer 

problem at 681 Parker.  

12.  ADJOURNMENT: THE MEETING MAY BE ADJOURNED BY APPROPRIATE MOTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  

 

Councilman Hanson moved to adjourn the regular meeting of the Ely City Council at 7:17 p.m.  

Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

       ______________________________ 

                 MAYOR 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

                   ATTEST 

 


